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2015 has been another busy and rewarding year for the Aysgarth team. Our main focus 
has been on pushing the planning application through to its conclusion (see Relay 70), restoring 
the Mk 2 carriage and laying some track at the back of the goods shed. Oh, and we ran 12 very 
successful open days as well! 
 
Transforming the Aysgarth Carriage (from the “Redmire” carriage). 
  

Regular readers (Relay 67) will remember us digging out coach 5345 from the siding at 
Redmire in March 2014. Well it didn’t move far after that, just to the MOD siding. There is no 
access for a vehicle transporter from there (unless the vehicle is a tank!), so we had to wait until 
the end of the season for Ops to move it towards Leeming. Space problems there meant it laid 
over at Bedale, unfortunately attracting the attentions of some ne’er-do-wells who were less 
than kind to the interior and windows. We also had to arrange the transport and were fortunate 
to be put in contact with a local firm at Keighley who were very accommodating.  

At the same time, helped by the Wensleydale Railway Trust and Carperby Council, we 
applied for and were fortunate to get a grant of £5000 from the Richmondshire Community 
Opportunities Fund to assist with the restoration. Eventually, the coach made it to Leeming Bar. 
  

So on April 27th, the great move began with “Wensley” being transferred from the horse 
dock to the newly laid track around the side of the Goods Shed. All progressed well until the 
transporter driver had to deal with a burst hydraulic hose, which threatened to stop the whole 
job. Fortunately, a local farmer was able to assist with a replacement seal, so that phase of the 
job could be finished, albeit later than planned. 

 

 
 
The transporter then went off to Leeming to collect the coach, whilst the team rebuilt some 
temporary track to aid the unloading at Aysgarth. 
 

No doubt turning heads as it made its way up the dale, the coach and transporter 
negotiated Bedale in the rush hour, the bridge at the east end of Redmire station (bags of 
room!?!), and the tree-lined and rather bumpy road from Carperby to Aysgarth Station. 

 

 



So all we had to do now was to get it into the site without knocking too many fence posts over 
(50% success!) and unload it! 
 

 
 
The job was completed in daylight (just) and before a very unfriendly snowstorm took hold (yes 
those are snowflakes). 
 
The ravages of weather and vandals had not done us any favours, as you can see from the 
photos. 

 
 
However, no use crying over it, you just have to get on with the job. 
 

 
 
4 months of very hard and sometimes frustrating work later, the results are impressive. 



 
 

 



 
 
 

 
 
 



There is still work to do, completing connection of services, groundwork and fencing, interior 
furnishings; but we should be ready to use 5345 as the Aysgarth meeting room/café for next 
season. 
 
None of this would have happened without significant input from many people, including: 
The Wensleydale Railway Trust (Phil Smith) and Richmondshire District Council (Samatha 
Coultish), Dale Calkeld and team, Mike Metcalfe, Roger Lees, Tom Emerson, Ian Guy, Bernard 
Morris, Neil Guest, Phil Holder, Richard Ross, John Hodgson, John Harris, Ian Akeroyd, Les 
McCormick, Simon Radonicich, Marion Peel, Keith Harrap, Pauline and Martin (kitchen units), 
Neil Barker and all local traders and businesses who gave time or material support. 
 
Thanks to them, to all those who came and helped at Open Days (regulars and occasional 
visitors, cake makers etc.) and finally, but not least, to our families for putting up with our 
obsession! 
 
Looking Forward to 2016. 
 
 What next? Well there are open days to plan and we have to start think about laying 
more track as well as ongoing site maintenance and tidying up. We also have some fencing to 
construct and pathways to clear. 
 

We are a small, but effective, go-ahead team and have welcomed several new members 
this year. Why not come along for a chat and see what we are up to. We work on most 
Wednesdays and Saturdays: there will always be something that you can make a contribution 
to or learn a new skill: you never know what you could end up doing! 
 
 
Neil Barker 
18 September 2015  


